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The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) welcome 
the opportunity to provide this submission to the Standing Committee on Community Development regarding 
Donor Conception Practices in Tasmania. 

General Comments 

RANZCOG is the lead standards body in women’s health in Australia and New Zealand, with responsibility for 
postgraduate education, accreditation, recertification and the continuing professional development of 
practitioners in women’s health, including both specialist obstetricians and gynaecologists, and GP 
obstetricians. RANZCOG is committed to improving the health and wellbeing of all women. RANZCOG also 
supports research into women's health and acts as an advocate for women's health care by forging productive 
relationships with individuals, the community and professional organisations, both locally and internationally. 

RANZCOG offers the following feedback for consideration of the Standing Committee on Community 
Development regarding the Inquiry into Donor Conception Practices in Tasmania. 

Opt-in 

Recommendation 

RANZCOG supports the view that any retrospective change to donor conception practices is an  
opt-in arrangement.  

Rationale 

RANZCOG is not supportive of the retrospective ability to identify donors who donated with the understanding 
that they would remain anonymous. 

Recent amendments to the Victorian Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008 were passed on 23 
February 2016 in the Victorian Parliament. (1) A key element of this legislation includes the following: 

• Contact preferences will be made available to donors and donor-conceived people, allowing them to 
determine the way in which contact with those with whom they are linked will occur. People will also 
have the option to choose a 'no contact' preference. If a contact preference is breached, a significant 
penalty may apply.  

RANZCOG recommends a similar provision to protect those donors who donated with the understanding that 
they would not be identifiable. 

The issue of whether the donated oocytes or sperm and/or embryos were sourced from interstate or overseas 
requires consideration. RANZCOG recommends clarity about satisfying regulations where the donor is not 
from Tasmania and may not be subject to Tasmanian Laws.  
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“Commercial” donations  

Recommendation 

RANZCOG does not support the commercialisation of oocyte, sperm or embryo donation. 

Rationale 

In circumstances where oocytes, sperm or embryos are donated, although such donations should be altruistic, 
if there is a commercial aspect (for example to reimburse for costs related to the donation), there should be 
sufficient safeguards to ensure donors and recipients are protected from commercial exploitation. Current 
restrictions governing payments vary across jurisdictions and are usually subject to some form of regulatory 
approval condition or consent. 

Offspring and Donors accessing identifying information  

Recommendation 

RANZCOG does not support the retrospective provision of identifying information on offspring or donors. 
Prospectively this may be an appropriate legislative change. 

Rationale   

Although RANZCOG does not have a policy on offspring being able to access identifying or non-identifying 
information on donors, or donor conceived siblings, RANZCOG would be regretful if there were negative 
implications for donors who donated on the understanding that they would remain anonymous. However, 
prospectively this may be an appropriate legislative change.  

Equally, RANZCOG does not believe it is appropriate for donors to be able to retrospectively access 
information about their offspring, and there should be no rights of the donor to the child. 

RANZCOG believes that there may be a downstream unintended consequence through allowing identification 
of donors which is reduced donations due to lack of anonymity. It would be unfortunate for future families 
wishing to access donor oocytes, sperm or embryos if access was reduced due to this proposed legislative 
change. 

Summary Key Points 

RANZCOG: 

• Recommends that any change to donor conception practices is an opt-in arrangement.  

• Recommends clarity around regulations when the donor is not from Tasmania.  

• Does not support the commercialisation of oocyte, sperm or embryo donation. 

• Does not support the retrospective provision of identifying information on offspring or donors. 
Prospectively this may be an appropriate legislative change. 

• Does not believe it is appropriate for donors to be able to retrospectively access information about 
their offspring, and there should be no rights of the donor to the child. 
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